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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the original filing of February 1, 2006. Claims 1-22 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claims 1-16 are recites the limitation "the display" in claim 8 lines 3-4 and claim 
16, line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 8, 10-12 and 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Opera (Opera, Version 6.0, Copyright (c) 1995-2001 Opera Software 
ASA.) 
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Claim 1, 8: Opera discloses an executable browser program stored on a medium, said 
program comprising: 

a. displaying the same number of windows as at least a part of multiple buttons 
provided to operating means of a content display apparatus for displaying 
contents on a display by superimposing them on a display area of the display 
(P9- 6); 

b. being able to display at least a part of results of interpreting a markup language 
document in each window (pg. 6: Google start page); and 

c. if one of the buttons other than the button corresponding to the window currently 
displayed in the highest-level layer is activated (pg. 6, clicking on "Opera 
Community"), displaying the window corresponding to this button in the highest- 
level layer (pg. 3.) 

Claim 3, 10: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1, wherein, if the 
button corresponding to the window currently displayed in the highest-level layer is 
activated (pg. 6: Hotlist), it generates and displays a URL input interface for having a 
new markup language document obtained by a user (pg. 5: "Find") 

Claim 4, 11: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1, wherein, if the 
button corresponding to the window currently displayed in the highest-level layer is 
activated (pg. 6: Hotlist), it displays a history dialog (pg. 4.) 
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Claim 5, 12: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1 , wherein, if the 
button corresponding to the window currently displayed in the highest-level layer is 
activated (pg. 6: Hotlist), it displays a bookmarked URL list (pg. 4.) 

Claim 15: Opera discloses the content display control apparatus according claim 8, 
comprising a display (pg. 2.) 

Claim 16: Opera discloses the content display control apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein, the display is externally connected (pg. 6.) 

Claim 17, 20: Opera discloses an executable browser program stored on a medium the 
program comprising: 

a. displaying the same number of windows as at least a part of multiple buttons 
provided to operating means of a content display control apparatus for displaying 
contents on a display by superimposing them on a display area of the display 
(P9- 6); 

b. being able to display at least a part of results of interpreting a markup language 
document in each window and further providing and constantly displaying tabs 
for displaying contents of an opened markup language document in each window 
(pg. 6: Google start page); and 

c. if one of the buttons other than the button corresponding to the window currently 
displayed in the highest-level layer is activated (pg. 6, clicking on "Opera 
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Community"), displaying the window corresponding to this button in the highest- 
level layer (pg. 3), in which: 
d. in the case where the number of the markup language documents currently 
opened by the browser program is smaller than the number of the windows, it 
maintains a display of blank tabs which are the tabs of the windows not assigned 
to the currently open markup language documents (pg. 5.) 

Claim 18, 21: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 17, wherein, it 
displays a predetermined markup language document prepared in advance in the 
windows corresponding to the blank tabs (pg. 2.) 

Claim 19, 22: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 17, wherein, in 
the case of opening a new markup language document in a state in which the windows 
corresponding to the blank tabs exist, it displays the new markup language document 
by using the windows corresponding to the blank tabs (pg. 6.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Opera in view of Shinichiro (Pub: JP2000298543, App: JP1 99901 0781 0 1 99941 5.) 

Claim 2, 9: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1 . However, Opera 
does not explicitly disclose, wherein, if the button corresponding to the window currently 
displayed in the highest-level layer is activated, it switches between frames in the case 
where the markup language document displayed in the window currently displayed in 
the highest-level layer has a frame structure. Shinichiro discloses a browser capable of 
switching between frames of a markup language document by utilizing a button 
corresponding to the window currently displayed (Abstract.) Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply a known technique of active frame switching to improve similar browsers of 
Shinichiro and Opera in the same way so as to yield a predictable result. 

7. Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Opera . 

Claim 6, 13: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1 , wherein, the 
operating means is a remote controller separate and independent from a main unit of 
the content display apparatus. Examiner takes official notice that it old and well known 
in the arts to use a remote controller, such as keyboard or a mouse to operate a 
browser program such as Opera . Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize a remote controller 
such as a keyboard and/or a mouse according to known methods to yield predictable 
results of a keyboard and/or mouse operated browser. 

8. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Opera in view of Ryuhei (Patent: JP2001 086423, App: JP1 9990255928 19990909.) 

Claim 7, 14: Opera discloses the browser program according to claim 1 . However, 
Opera does not explicitly disclose wherein, if at least a part of the markup language 
document displayed as the results of interpretation in the window currently displayed in 
the highest-level layer includes one or multiple focus elements, it displays focus display 
information, when one of the focus elements is selected, indicating a selected focus 
element in a window-corresponding color which is a color associated with the window 
currently displayed in the highest-level layer and determined to be different for each 
window. Ryuhei discloses a similar browser program for selecting between different 
programs by use of displayed focus elements which are in a corresponding colors 
associated with a program currently displayed and determined to be different for each 
program (Abstract, Fig. 4.) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a known technique of 
color coding between selection elements and corresponding windows to improve similar 
devices of Opera and Ryuhei in the same way so as to yield predictable results. 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AB 

January 2, 2008 



/David A Wiley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



